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**x* Security Rule Delayed ***

July 24, 2002 -- In an exclusive interview this month with Theresa Defino, Editor of
Ingenix's "Practical Guidance on HIPAA and E-Health for the Physician Practice"
newsletter, Karen Trudel, director of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services' (CMS) HIPAA project staff, says the final security rule will not be
published in August as promised. Asked when she expects the final security rule to
be released, Trudel said, "It is probably going to be in the fall. It will be on the regs
[publication] agenda for October. One of the things we are doing is making sure
that privacy and security are linked. We definitely need to take another look at it, in
light of the private [sic] rule modifications, before it goes out the door."

Speaking with Health Data Management on July 22, Stanley Nachimson, senior
technical advisor in CMS, said, "I would not expect to see it in August." Nachimson
is part of the team within HHS responsible for promulgating HIPAA administrative
simplification rules. Nachimson declined to say when the rule would be published or
why it could be further delayed. The rule remains in the clearance process, he adds.

Stay on top of the HIPAA regs publication schedule with our up-to-date Compliance
Calendar:
http://www.hipaadvisory.com/regs/compliancecal.htm

HIPAALERT Newsbriefs are published when appropriate, to provide timely reports of
significant HIPAA developments. For more news and related information, visit:
http://www.HIPAAdvisory.com!
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